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ROME FOR P. SARROS (AMB. LODGE'S OFFICE) 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR IT PL 

SUB J : POSSIBLE GIEREK VISIT TO ROME 

REF: ROME 4802 

1 . AN ITALIAN EMBASSY OFFICER SAID ON APRIL 5 THAT FIRST 
SECRETARY GIEREK WANTS TO TAKE UP A STANDING INVITATION TO VISIT 
ROME, AND AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. THE ITALIAN DIPLOMAT SPECU- 
LATED THAT THIS VISIT WAS DISCUSSED BETWEEN MINISTER OF RELIGIOUS 
AFFAIRS, AND ARCHIBISHOP POGGI DURING POGGI'S RECENT STAY IN 
POLAND. POGGI REPORTEDLY INTENDS TO RETURN TO POLAND BEFORE 
THE END OF MAY. 

2. COMMENT: A POSSIBLE VISIT BY THE FIRST SECRETARY MAY WELL 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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HELP EXPLAIN THE RECENT TRIP TO ROME BY CC SECRETARY RYSZARD 
FRELEK (REF). FRELEK HAS HELPED PREPARE A NUMBER OF THE FIRST 
SECRETARY'S VISITS TO WESTERN COUNTRIES. IN ADDITION TO 
IMPLICATIONS FOR BELGRADE 77, A PHOTOGRAPHED AND PUBLICIZED 
MEETING BETWEEN THE FIRST SECRETARY AND THE POPE WOULD HELP 
GIEREK REGAIN SOME OF THE POPULAR ACCEPTANCE HE LOST FOLLOWING 
THE PRICE-RISE FIASCO OF LAST JUNE. END COMMENT. 
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